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—== 1 General Secretary of Federal 
ui Council Sent to France to d- | 
\ 


Confer with Religious and 
Military Authorities - a 


N response to an invitation from all the Prot- 
estant organizations in France, conveyed 10 
through the French High Commissioner, M. __ e... 
| André Tardieu, Rev. Charles S: Macfarland, Sa 
General Secretary of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America and Chair- 
man of the United Committee on Christian Ser- 
‘vice for Relief in France and Belgium, sailed 
for France on June llth to confer with the 
French Federation of Protestant Churches and _ 
‘its United Committee, representing all the Prot- | 
. estant organizations, and to look carefully into # | 
and bring back a report concerning the conditions 
| —and needs of the French churches. During his Fo 
| stay in France, Dr. Macfarland will be the guest fi 
of the French Government, in accordance with 
an invitation conveyed by the Foreign Office uc 7 
through the French High Commission, in a 3 
cablegram received on the eve of his departure, 
reading: ‘‘Please advise Dr. Macfarland that 
the French Government asks him to consider him- 
self as its guest during his stay in di ee. 
Dr. Macfarland is authorized by the Federal. 
Council to present messages from Christians of. © — 
America to the French people, the F rench and» 
allied armies and the American troops. —__ 
By arrangement with the War Department, 
he will confer with General Pershing and Senior 
Headquarters Chaplain Brent,’ regarding the | 
interests of the chaplains in the American Army. 
| The Federal Council has also requested him to. 
have consultation and sympathetic inquiry re- 
garding the work of the Red Cross, as well as 
the general work in the interests of our American 
troops. He has also been appointed by the Boy | 
_ Scouts of America as a Commissioner to the. : 
_ Boy Scouts of France, representing the 442,000 
|. scouts and scout officials in the United States. _ 
During part of the time he. will be the guest 
of the French War Department, in care of the 
Marquis de Polignac, to visit the Franco-Ameri- 
can front and render service with the French 
troops. His itinerary will include visits to a 
number of cities and addresses to audiences to be 
gathered in those cities, including especially the 
cities of Alsace and Lorraine. i 
Dr. Macfarland’s mission will stvinatinia the 
bond between the French and American Prot- 
estant churches and will enable the Protestants _ PE: 
of this country to render much more effective i 
help to their suffering brethren, whose churches 
have been destroyed, whose pastors have been ~ . 
called to the front and who have appealed to 
i | America for aid in restoring their demolished 
churches and depleted resources. 
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| Religious Forces at Work i in tue Camps. 


THAT the church is doing religiously for 
soldiers and sailors is revealed in a com- 
: ciliaaiva study made by the Rev. S. M. Cavert 
under the direction of the General War-Time 
Commission of the Churches. 


Nile survey included the work done in the 30 
ne National Army and National Guard Camps, 
| Regular Army Camps, posts and aviation 

felds, and 46 naval stations—a total of 241 mili- 
tary or naval posts. | 


At the beginning of the war there were only 
41 chaplains in the naval service—today there 
are 150. When the war began there were 67 
chaplains in the service of the Regular Army and 
144 in the federalized National Guards; today 
| there are approximately 750 regular chaplains. 


In the United States of America the National. 
War Work Council of the Y. M. C. A. is main- 
taining work at 275 different stations in mili- 
tary or'naval camps of the country; manning 
these posts are over 3,000 secretaries, 450 of 
whom are designated exclusively for religious 
work. In its work overseas the Y. M. C. A. has 
over 3,600 secretaries, most of whom are in 


factor in the service of the Christian 


the country and one which has not received as 
much recognition as in many cases it deserves. 
The camp pastors are ministers appointed by 
various denominational commissions to consti- 
tute a connecting link between the men in train- 


ing camps and the churches in the adjacent com- 


‘ their time by smaller religious bodies. 


France, but considerable numbers are in Italy, 


Russia and Mesopotamia. 


The Y. W. C. A. has 77 hostess houses either 
under operation or now under construction in 
the training camps of this country. These make 
their distinctive contribution by offering to the 
mothers, sisters and sweethearts of the soldiers 
a place for meeting the men in a social way. The 


women in training camp communities in 83 dif- 
ferent centers for the sake of organizing them for 
more effective service. For carrying on the hos- 
tess houses and club work there are in the United 
States 435 secretaries of the Y. W. C. A. In 
France the association has 50 secretaries at work 

in 16 different sections; in Russia, 6 workers in 
4 different centers. 


The Knights of Columbus have organized their 
work in about 80 of the largest camps of the 
country and..in this connection have about 0 
secretaries. 


The work of the camp pastors is an tigate 


hie 


munities. Their: work is not intended in any 
way to duplicate or rival any work of the 
Y.M., or the bat to be’ ‘Supple- 
mentary to both. 

In some cases the camp ales have been 
definitely assigned to units that were without 
regular chaplains, in which case they have. been 
known as “voluntary chaplains.” 

There are at the present time about 400 of 
these camp pastors, appointed in the main by 10 
of the largest Protestant denominations and per- 
haps 100 others appointed for at least part of 
Some of 
the most prominent ministers in the churches are 


serving in the capacity of camp pastors. 
In the training camps of this country the Salva- _ 


tion Army has erected 11 special buildings in the 
vicinity of training camps for the purpose of 
extending their work to reach the enlisted men 
as far as possible. In addition to these 11 build- 


ings the Salvation Army in this country main-. 
tains 4 special dormitories for soldiers and sail- 
It has. 


ors and a large number of rest rooms. 
also been recognized by the Government, as an 
agent for carrying on special work for the 


A 
_Y. W. C. A. also maintains club work for young Merican 


No description of the work of the dicho 
can hope to be adequate that does not recognize 


_ the large part that the local churches, particu- 


larly in the vicinity of training camp communi- 
ties, have rendered. In hundreds of churches the 
whole program has been reorganized to center 
around the new opportunity created by the pres- 
ence of soldiers and sailors. In some cases spe- 
cial buildings have been erected near the camp 


to deal with the situation, or local churches have 


been reinforced by the denominations as a whole. 


There is hardly an ‘important military or naval 
| center in the United States in which several of © 
the churches have not opened social rooms, pro- 
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viding special attractions for soldiers, in addition 
to their large efforts to welcome the soldiers to 
the regular religious services of the church. | 
Cooperation between denominations has 


resulted in the erection of inter-denominational 


buildings in some of the large cantonments. The 


church headquarters within Camp Upton is the 
result of the codperation of seven Protestant 
bodies. Near Camp Dix there is also an inter- 
denominational church carried on by four denom- 
inations. Other important camp communities 
in which there is a similar work are Camp Dev- 


ens, at Ayer, Mass.; the League Island Navy 
Yard, at Philadelphia ; Camp Kearney at Linda 


Vista, Cal.; and Camp Cody, at e N. M. 


~ Commission. on the Church and 
Social Service 


HE Methodist Board of Home Missions re- 
cently offered to pay the expenses of Frank 


O. Beck, to work with Dr. Tippy in the investi- 


gation of industrial conditions. 


Dr, V Worth M. Tippy, Secretary of the Com- 
mission, visited Trinity College, Durham, N. C., 


June 6-13, where he delivered a series of lectures. 


On June 23rd he addressed a large audience in 
Grace Church, Nutley, N. J. 


On June 19th the Notional Lutheran Commis- 
sion for Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Welfare met and 
voted to pay the expenses of Rev. Howard R. 
Gold and a secretary, in his work of making a 


| survey of industrial conditions in centers of war- 


time industry, under the auspices of the Commis- 
sion on the Church and Social Service. 


"The Commission, codperating with Colonel 


_W. O; Owens, of the National Medical Museum 


in Washington, representing Surgeon-General 
Gorgas, on June 24th invited -a large body of 
clergymen of New York City to witness a private 


showing of the Commission on ‘Training Camp. ‘November 17-24, inclusive. The ‘theme will be 


Activities’ film “Fit to Fight.” This is the off- 
cial anti-venereal and prophylaxis-film, used for 


‘the education of soldiers in cantonments. The 


sympathetic criticism and suggestion of the clergy 


was desired, looking toward a larger national 
effort in which the cooperation of the clergy will 


be sought. 


_ 


‘The Commission is dhe with the. Na- 
tional Organization for Public Health Nursing, 


LA reaching 100,000 Protestant ministers of the 
country, in an effort to conserve the country's 
public health marniag: force, The recent call for 


37, 500 feglctera trained nurses wilt take one- 
half of the pregent skilled nursing force of the 


United States. “Numbers of public health nurses 


have volunteered .for military service, but the 
campaign for the protection of children and the 
extension of public health nursing to rural areas 
is demanding large numbers of workers in these 


fields. The ministers are urged to present in 


their pulpits the ‘matter of the importance of edu- 
cated young women, interested in this work, 
entering the training ‘schools for nurses; of pri- 


vate duty nurses who cannot join the Red Cross 
cooperating to supply this home need ; and of pri-- 


vate patients utilizing the visiting nurse service 
when possible, in order to release the private 


nurse for duty where the value of her; services . 
can be multiplied. ja 


< 


Home Missions Council Notes 


HE Home Missions Council, which acts for 

the Federal Council in all matters relative 
to homie missions, has recently held several im- 
portant conferences. One was regarding the 
needs of negroes, and it was decided to make a 
survey of the situation, with an assignment of 
responsibility to the various Home Missions 


| Boards in different sections. In Hammond, Ind., 


on June 11, there was held a significant confer- 
ence on the condition of the laboring classes in 
the industrial centers of the Calumet region. The 
Calumet Church and Missionary Federation was 


organized, composed of churches of seven de- 
nominations, in the Calumet region, and of the 


state and local missionary organizations, with 
representatives from the Home Missions Boards. 


"The purpose of the organization is to formulate — 


and promote a social and religious program of 
cooperative work in the industrial centers of this 
region. There have been also conferences for 
the purpose of thinking out the problem of how 
to reach the overlooked smaller groups of men 


enlisted in war service, and the problem of the 
‘Americanization of unassimilated groups of 


aliens. 
Home Missions Week will be observed this year 


“Christian Americanization ; Our National Ideals 
and Mission.” 
pared for pastors, for Sunday: Schools, for Young 
People’s Societies and for Women's. Organi- 
zations. — 


Among the recent. publications of the Council i 


are the following: 


“Signs of the Times in American Indian Af- 


9? 


fairs,” the report of the Committee on Indian 


Missions, Dr.. Thomas C. Moffat, Chairman, 
showing the present conditions of all the tribes 
‘of the United States in relation to church and 
religious privileges. 


Helpful material is being pre- 
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“N egro N ew-Comers in Detroit,” a survey of 


Detroit’s negro population, by Professor George © 
E. Haynes, Director of Negro Economics,. De- 


partment of Labor, Washington, D. C. A: study 


. of negro migration with reference to ecoriomic; 
_, housing, recreational, educational and religious 
~ «conditions ; typical of many northern industrial 


centers. 


“Every Community a pam- 


phlet describing a plan, approved by Baptists, 
Congregationalists, Disciples, Methodists, Pres- 
byterians, 
United States, soon to be put into operation, 


and the Reformed Church | 


first in one of the western states, for bringing the 


ministries of the.church in a codperative way to 


every community in the state. 
“The Home Mission Task,” an introductory 
statement by the Executive Secretary, showing 


the breadth and reach of home missionary 


endeavor, and the spirit actuating | home mission 


| workers. . 


Alsatians Express Gratitude to 
President Wilson oe 
N appeal has recently been issued by Charles 


Wurtz, French Counselor of State, of Alsa-_ 


tian descent, to all Alsatians and Lorrainers liv- 


ing in France to join him in a testimony of grati- 
tide to President Wilson for the stand he has: 


taken regarding the return of Alsace-Lorraine. 
A message has been prepared for which signa- 
tures are requested. The pages to be signed are 


obtainable in the vestibules of all Protestant 


churches, all courthouses and at the headquarters 


of the League of Patriots and the Patriotic: 
League of Frenchmen, or will be sent by mail | 


upon request of M. Wurtz. Signatures of. the 
inhabitants of reconquered Alsace will not be 


accepted, in order to avoid any possible intima- 
tion that the signatures were obtained by force 


and were not entirely voluntary. When the sig- 
natures have all been affixed the document will 


. be suitably bound and will be forwarded to 


President Wilson.” 

The annexation of Alsace-Lorraine by Car 
many cost the Huguenot Church of France about 
one-fourth of its members. Through the rav- 
ages of war in the northern section of France 


many of the strongest churches have been 
destroyed, their pastors called to the front, either 


‘o act as chaplains or for actual military serv- 
ice, and their resources depleted. The Federal 
Council’ s United Committee on Christian Ser- 


| vice for Relief in France and Belgium is coming 


to the aid of these churches and is making every 
effort to respond to the appeal of the French 


churches for the sum of PIE from the 


churches of America. 


in the 


Church Membership for: Soldiers 
Overseas 


'T\HE value of maintaining all the possible 


ties. that. bind a soldier to his home town 
and to religious influences -is undoubted. Not 
only must men who. have such ties maintain them, 
but those who have not, need them. One of the 


‘most important of these ties 1s membership in the 


church in a soldier’s home town to which his 
parents and friends belong. It hè happened 


again and again that the soldier desires to join 
‘ the church after he has found Christ.in,some far 


away camp. How shall he join the church ? 

In the case of the men in the camps in this” 
country the situation has been met by having the 
soldier join a church of his own denomination: 1 
the camp community, and his membership has 
then been transferred by letter to the church of 
the same denomination in his home town. This 


method is effective and feasible in the case of | 


men in America, but in France it would be prac- 
ticable only in exceptional instances, since 
churches and ministers of the various American 


- denominations are not within. reach of most 


American military, units. 
For this reason the General War-Time Lan. 


‘mission of the Churches has prepared a form for 


receiving.the statement of faith of a man over- 
seas, which may be transmitted to the church of | 


his choice in his home town, and used by that. 


church as a basis for admitting him to member- 
ship. Where an ordained minister of a man’s 
own denomination is accessible, the minister may 
either ‘definitely receive the man into church 


‘membership, or transmit to the church at home 


the man’s confession, to be acted upon by the 


‘local church, whichever may be more in keeping © 
If such. 


with the practice of the denomination. 
a ministèr'is not available, the use of the form 
makes it possible for a chaplain or other ordained 
minister of a different evangelical denomination 


than the soldier’s own, to receive his confession. 


of faith and transmit it to the church at home. 
The church at home may then act upon it as.if. 
the soldier had appeared at the church to make 
his confession in person. 

* The statement is addressed to the minister and 


members of the church and asks the applicant to 


answer these four questions: What has led you 
to become a Christian? Why do you desire to 
join the church? Do you accept Jesus Christ 
as your Lord and Saviour and is it your purpose 
to lead a Christian life? 


for certification and comment by the chaplain. 
The form also asks for the names of the man’s 
parents or next»of kin, in order that the pastor 
of the church may inform them, and suggests 


that membership date from the date of the appli- 
cation, rather than from the date of the church’s 


action if the church so approves. Then should 


Yi. 


Have you been bap- | 
tized? Space is provided for-the signature and 
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It is suggested t 
to the new member as to one of its own family. 


© 


any casualty occur while da is en 
route, the applicant’s friends will have the com- 
his membership in the church. 
that the church write as regularly 


The form has been prepared in consultation 
with leading clergymen in a number of denom- 


| inations, but in no way commits any church to 


the suggestions made in'ît. N is believed, how- 
ever, that it. provides an effec 
necting closely to the church at home the great 
numbers of men who are sure to draw near to 


Christ in the sacrificial struggles of the war. 


Simultaneous Evangelistic Campaigns 


Show Splendid Results for Past Winter 
TDEPORTS of the Simultaneous Evangelistic 


Although - the 
record is by no means complete as yet, the follow- 


ing reports indicate the splendid quality of work > 
_ which has been done and the results accomplished. 


Gary, Ind. 


Gary churches cooperated in the simultane- 


ous meetings held November 4 to November 18, 1917. 


- A total of 264 additions were reported as a result of 
these meetings and the religious census and follow-up 


which preceded the meetings. Of the number of acces- 
sions, a total of 123 were reported as being received 
through conversion, 


Lester W. CARLANDER, Executive Secretary. 


Chicago, Ill. 


The great Billy Campaign absorbed the atten-. 
| tion of our churches during the past winter. 


not enter into the program of the Simultaneous Evan- 


_ gelistic Campaign with the same thoroughness that we 
usually do because this great campaign was given the 


n of way. 
WiLLIiam B. Executive ecretary. 


Lowell, Mass. 


+ 


a September a religious census of the city was taken. 
and resulted in securing many new families to the - 


church. Various days of prayer were observed and 
simultaneous evangelistic meetings held. Fully one 


thousand new members were added to the church. ‘The 


emphasis was placed upon earnest and sane lay evan- 


gelism. One small church received 109 new members, 
59 of them men. 


Groncr E. PICKARD, Secretary. 


Massachusetts State. Federation. 


For several years, a committee representing eleven 
denominations has kept before the churches of the state 


a definite program from October to Easter. Reports from 


the denominations show large and increasing results. 
The Baptists report: “The best year in our history, 6,500 
additions on confession.” The Congregationalists 
“added 6.949 on confession, 1,121 more than in the ban- 


ner year 1916, although the increase in the denomination 
throughout the country was less.” | 


E. TALLMADGE Root, Erecutive S. ecretary. 


ducted from January 7 to April 1. 
ducted its own special services in its own way, but as 


ive way of con- | 


Campaigns carried on in many cities by the. 
local federations are coming in to the Commission 
«on Inter-Church Federations. 


We did 


or 11.2 per cent. 
-fession of faith 2,476, 89.3 per cent of this number 


Greater Kansas City. 


The Se Evangelistic Campaign was con- 
Each. church con- 


far as possible at the same time similar work was being 
done in other churches.. The churches cooperated in 


the Week of, Prayer, Everybody-at-Church Sunday, The 


Layman’s Missionary Movement and the Passion Week 
services in the Grand Avenue Temple. The result was 
the accession of 8,705 persons, of which about one half 


| united upon profession of faith and one-half by letter. 


Nat Spencer, Executive Secretary. 


Indianapolis, Ind. 
The evangelistic campaign for 1917-18 was one of 


. the best ever put on in our city. 7,500 persons were 


added to the churches in membership during the year. 
This makes a total of 33,000 in five years. Many of 
these are by letter, but it is very necessary that people 
who hold church letters be kept actively interested in 
the work of the church. Our campaign for 1918-19 
is already planned and we are anticipating great things 
for the coming year. The noon Keith Theatre meeting 


continues to be the hub of our entire | evangelistic ; 


campaign. 
Morton = PrAKSON, Executive Secretary. 


Dayton, Ohio. 


The sizty-cight churches fell geograph- 
ically into nine groups. Each group was an autonomy, 


of the Central Committee which directed the whole 


city. The meetings began March 10, continuing two. 


weeks, leaving Passion Week for each church to observe 
as it saw fit. The number of accessions was not tabu- 
lated. It would be hard to tell which were due to 
union meetings and which to the Passion Week services. 
kee unity, fellowship and religious atmosphere thus 
ated are great assets to our city. | 


La Ge Boyce, Executive Secretary. 


Toledo, Ohio. 


The diet campaign for the year culminated in an 
intensive evangelistic campaign from January Ist to 
Easter Sunday. 
Night Prayer Service, pastors’ catechism and commun- 
ion classes, a Go-to- Church Sunday, a Sunday School 


Decision Day, down-town theatre meetings, a Father 


The principal features were a Watch- | 


but the chairman of the group committee was a member | 


and Son Week and a general evangelistic effort con- 


ducted chiefly by local churches. 
The additions to the churches for the year are 4,796, 
Of these there were received on con- 


being from the Sunday Schools: Twenty-five churches 


joined in the Father and Son Week, some of them hold- 


ing a Father and Son service of some sort every night in 
the week. 
A. H. ARMSTRONG, Executive Secretary. 


Buffalo, N. Y. 
The Buffalo Simultaneous Church Canipaign began 
with the first meeting of the Ministers’ Association, 
September 24th, and closed Easter, March 31st. Ninety- 


two churches codperated in part or whole; practically 


all observed the five special Sundays in the autumn ; 


fifty-eight churches held two weeks of special meetings uae 


in November; some churches held special meetings dur- 


ing the Week of Prayer; all the churches held special 


services during Passion Week; pastors conducted cate- 
chetical classes during the Lenten Period. The goal set 
was 4,000 members added to the churches; the actual in- 
crease for the ninety-two churches was 5, 623. The Min- 
isters’ Association has unanimously requested the Fed- 
eration to conduct a similar campaign the coming 


‘winter, and the Board of Directors of the Federation 
has already approved a tentative program. 


McLeon SMITH, Executive Secretary. 
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distinctly evangelistic. 
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Cleveland, Ohio. 
The three period of Evangelism began with 


the observance of the Week of Prayer in January and - 


closed with the Easter celebration on March 31. 
Individual churches and groups of churches conducted 
evangelistic meetings during this period. Instruction 


classes were organized at the beginning of the Lenten . 
season to give the pastors an opportunity to present 


to their children and young people the fundamentals 


of the Christian religion and the requirements | of 
church membership. Noon-day meetings were held in 
the Opera House three weeks before Easter Sunday. . 


Nearly all the churches joined in closing the three 
months’ period with two weeks of evangelistic meetings. 


While reports as to the number of accessions are not 
| yet complete, indications are that the churches did not. 
‘fall below last year’s splendid record of 10,000. 


Epwarp R. WrIGHT, Executive Secretary. 


Erie, Pa. 


The Federation “a Churches in Erie undertook a 
Simultaneous Evangelistic Campaign with a program 
beginning the first of September, 1917, and ending 
Easter Sunday, 1918. All Sunday evening services were 


The Laymen’s 
Missionary Conference and Missionary Sunday in the 
middle of November were a decided success. A Giving 
Christmas and Watch-Night Service were both unani- 
mously conceded to be of real value. Home Visita- 


‘tion Day was observed on November 19th by practically. 


all the churches and practically all observed Thanks- 


. giving Day in their own churches in their own way. 
_ Altogether the entire program met with general approval. 


_. A weakness was the failure of the religious census 


because of its not being properly set up and executed, 
and the lack of a central evangelistic movement 


| covering a week or ten days, which would give solidarity — 
A similar cam- 


and publicity to the general movement. 
paign will be promoted this year, with the committee 


profiting by the successes and failures of the past year. 


Wa ter E. Myers, Executive Secretary. 


French Churches Decline to Attend 
International Conference 


N response to the invitation recently issued 
by the Archbishop of Upsala, Sweden, and 


the Bishops of Christiania, Norway, and Seeland, 


Denmark, to an international ecumenical con- 
ference, the French Protestant Federation has 
sent an inspiring message stating its reasons for 


declining at this time to participate in such a con: 


ference. 


“At the very hour,” says the message, 


of their bodies, to engage in discussion, even indi- 
rect and carried on through intermediaries so well 
intentioned and affectionately diplomatic, with 
other men whose soldiers fight against our sons 


and brothers and who still occupy portions of the 


sacred soil of our country. That act, to many of 


our. fellow-citizens and to us ourselves, would 


deserve a name which we do not wish to write 


ina letter addressed by Christians to other Chris- 


tians.” 


} 


rived at certain convictions. 


_which has been broken: 
become .once more sane and strong except 
through a loyal searching after the truth and a_ 
proclamation of the truth. It is not enough, they | 
protest, that peace shall some day be declared and 


Decision Day on Palm Sunday,. 
‘March 24, and Easter Sunday, March 31, resulted in 
large ingatherings in many churches. 


“when 
| we are protected by our heroic fighters, we can. 
not harbor the thought of going, in the shelter 


i 


La 


In answer to the question as to how the spirit 
ual communion is to be reéstablished among 
Christians the French churchmen reply that they 
also bore pondered the problem and have ar- 
Spiritual commun- 
ion, they feel, must be reéstablished on the basis 
of a declaration of the guilt of those upon whom 


rests the responsibility for the wrongs and injus- 


tices of this war. A “shameful silence” on this 
point will not restore the spiritual communion 
Christianity will not 


men return to their own affairs. They demand 
“in the very name of the honor of God, in the 
name of the honor of Christ, that full light shall 
be shed upon the causes of the war and upon 
the manner in which it was declared and ae 
in. 99 
Christians” ot neutral - nations, states the mes- 
sage, can play a prominent part in the reéstab- 
lishment of this spiritual communion. But while 


‘the enemy is still at their doors, the French Prot- 


estant churches will not engage in discussion 


with any representatives of that nation. 


R. SIDNEY L. GULICK, Secretary of the 

Commission on International Justice and 

Goodwill, recently made a two months’ 
speaking tour of the South and West in company > 
with Dr. George Nasmyth, speaking in the inter- 
ests of the Campaign on the Churches and the 
Moral Aims of the War. Besides some smaller 
towns he visited Lexington, Ky., Wheeling, W. 
Va., Albuquerque and Las Vegas, N. M., El 
Paso, Texas, Phoenix, Ariz., Long Beach, ‘San 


: Diego, Los Angeles, Fi resno, San Francisco, San 


José, Berkeley, Oakland, Palo Alto, Stockton and 


- Sacramento, Cal. Tacoma and Seattle, Wash., and 
even went as far as Vancouver, B. C. He reports. 


that the most successful and enthusiastic meetings 
were those on the Pacific coast. In Stockton the 
meeting was held under the auspices of the Amer- 
ican Defense Society. At Sacramento both Dr. 


Gulick and Dr. Nasmyth spoke in the Senate-' 


chamber, which was crowded for the occasion. 
They also addressed rotary-clubs and chambers 
of commerce. Dr. Gulick delivered one hundred 
and thirteen addresses during this trip. 


da 


The Federal Council wishes to secure from the 


churches of its constituent bodies copies of all 


books, addresses, sermons, hymns, programs, etc., 
reporting the thought and action of the American 
churches during the war. A special place will be 
assigned this collection in the Federal Council 
library. Local churches are urged to send such 
material’ to. the Federal Council. 
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Why the Church Exists 


OHN FISKE, who was one of the foremost 
scientific investigators, said of religion: 
‘None can deny that it is the largest and most 


ubiquitous fact connected with the existence of 
mankind upon the earth.” 


Man is incurably religious and his religion 
expresses itself in many ways. \ This, 
measure, accounts for the variety of religious 
denominations. 


But religion is life. ‘Iti is not manufactured by 


it‘ is born in the hearts 


Life produces organisms. There is no life 
anywhere without organization. 
is the lifeless. 


Some men say: “I believe in religion but I 


os don’t believe in the Church.” They cannot have . 


real religion without organization ; - not neces- 


| sarily the form of organization which we find in 


the Church today, but some kind of organization 
must result from religion. | 


But true religion is a social force. No man 


There must be a re- 
lationship to God and to man. The Church is 


man's expression of his ‘religious life and. in- 


stincts. It is the organization which he has 


formed to permit him to serve best; for true re- 


ligion means service. 


It should never be forgotten that man’s greatest 
need is spiritual and that the Church is the 


| organization which has been created to satisfy : 


this need. This, of itself, justifies the existence 
of the Church. 


But the success of the Church i is not indicated 
by its great wealth, its enormous membership, its 


| splendid forms of worship ; for, after all, religion 


cannot be an end in itself. ‘The Church, in order 
to make good, must direct religion so that it will 
be of social value. It is the business of the 
Church to save, not itself, but the world: © 


VV. 
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Training the Chaplains tor the Army 


HE third session of the Training School for 

Chaplains and Approved Chaplain | Candi- 
dates closes with the assurance that it is an insti- 
tution of proven value meeting a very real need. 
| The men-whg attended the first session, held at 
Fort Monroe, Va., are now in active service. 
Most of the graduates of the second session are 
now overseas, to fill up vacancies in the regiments 
there. 


go directly from their pulpit to their post can 
appreciate. 

Figures recently received from the 
Department indicate that Protestant churches will 


be called upon to supply 160 candidates for chap-. 
This num- 


 laincies each month for some time. 
ber is needed simply to- supply chaplains for the 
units organized from the men drafted each 
month. A large number of candidates must also 
. be found to fill the vacancies created by the new 
law in units already organized. The War Depart- 
ment is meeting the problem of the training of 
these candidates by greatly enlarging the Train- 
ing School. Sixty additional candidates reported 
there on June 15, thus forming two student 
groups in session at the same time with the same 
faculty. At the next session which will open 
early in July, the school will be enlarged to 
accommodate two hundred and fifty men. 

In addition to the sixty candidates who 
| reported on June 15, there were at the third 
session of the school fourteen newly. commis- 
sioned chaplains and eighty-one candidates. 
Thirty were Methodists, twenty-six 


five Lutherans, two Congregationalists, one 
 Moravian, and one United Brethren. | 


In two ways the Training School, which now 


is located at Camp Taylor, Louisville, Ky., 

unique. It is, so far as is known, the only vi 
school for chaplains of its kind in existence. It 
is distinctly an army school. 
commander, Major Alfred A. Pruden, a chaplain 


of the Coast Artillery Corps, “this is not a theo- 


logical seminary.” It is modeled on the lines of 
the Reserve Officers’ training schools through 
which thousands of young men have been passing 
in recent months. 


in army barracks and under army discipline. 


They roll out of their cots to the call of the bugle 


at 6:15, go through a half hour’s setting up drill 
and line up with their mess-tins at 6:45 for break- 
fast, as do any other rookies. 

Both because the candidates are first passed 
upon by their denominational chaplain commit- 
tees and the General Committee on Army and, 
Navy Chaplains, or the Catholic Chaplains’ Bu- 
reau, and because the Government can hardly 


PI 


Each month from now on will see three 
or four score new chaplains taking their places 

. in the Army with specific training for their work 
—an advantage which only those who have had to. 


War 


Roman. 
Catholics, fifteen Baptists, fifteen Presbyterians, 


In the words of its: 


Like them, the candidates live 


southern wings of each of those groups. 


- take any responsibility for their theological edu- 


cation, the School assumes that they have the 
requisite theological training and experience. | 
The emphasis of the School is thus laid upon 
military matters. The morning is occupied with 


class work in military law, military customs, 


international law; ‘French, military hygiene and 
first aid, and general lectures on recreation and 
amusement work. With all these a chaplain must 


_be familiar, for his work may demand advice to 


a man under court martial, emergency attendance. 
upon the wounded, ‘censorship of the mail, sta- 
tistical reports on sickness and casualties, as well 
as the most effective methods of spiritual min- 
istry. The afternoon is given to military drill 
and to practice in horsemanship, not only for 
their own sake, but also that the chaplains may. be 
as physically fit as the men with whom they 
campaign. One chaplain, who i is reported to have 
taken feelingly to “equitation,” as it is called in 
the curriculum, stated that these periods were the 


most devotional of his life, for he prayed in-— 
-wardly all the time, and audibly whenever the 


command to gallop was given. 

After an early supper, special éonferences are 
held upon many aspects of the chaplain’s work 
and relationships. On Sundays the men preach 
in the camp or in Louisville. As far as possible, 
the faculty make a point of hearing each man 
at least once, that they may be sure he is quali- 
fied for the difficult tas of preaching to soldiers. 
It might be added that the men are rated upon all 
the work that they do, as are the other candidates 
for officers’ commissions, and that the faculty do. 
not hesitate to advise men whom they find lacking 
the necessary qualifications of personality, bear- 
ing and initiative to withdraw from the school. 
When taps blows at night the men turn in, well 
wearied after more than ten-hours of strenuous 
work—during which, nevertheless, many of 
them gain in weight. In addition to Chaplain — 
Pruden, who is an Episcopalian, the faculty 
includes Captain John T. Chenoweth (Methodist 
Episcopal), Captain R. R. Fleming, Jr. (Baptist), 
Lieutenant Ignatius Fealy (Roman Catholic) and 
Lieutenant D. D. Brinkley of the Artillery. At 
the last session these were supplemented by an 
instructor in French and an instructor in sing- 
ing, drawn from talent among the students. 

The second unique feature about the school 
is the fact that probably never before was so 
diverse a religious group drawn together for 
what is, after all, training for a distinctly reli- 
gious task. Here are Catholics, not only from the 
secular clergy, but also from the religious orders 
such as the Augustinian, the Jesuit, and the 
Redemptionist. Here are Baptists, Presbyter- 
ians, and Methodists from both the northern and 


Here 
are ta Lutherans, 
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been chaplains in 


Disciples, and others from still other churches. 


With the greatest good fellowship they work and 


study and confer together. Some have alr > 
e National Guard. Oth 

have had camp experience with the Y. M. C. 4 
Unitedly they are helping each other learn how 
best to minister to men who are seeking, as pet- 
haps never before, the things of the Spirit. This 


is in harmony with reports from religious workers 
‘in camps all over this country and in France. 


If the churches at home keep step with these, their 


representatives in the Army, a long march will | 
be made toward meeting the religious needs of 
the hour. 


| Activities of State and Local Church 
| Federations 


TORF OLK, Va., has secured Rev. G. Herbert 
Ekins, of Kane, Pa., as executive secretary 


of the church federation. He will begin work on 


August un. 


REv. R. ZAHNISER, Executive Secre- 


tary of the. Pittsburgh Council of Churches, 


assisted in the “Moral Aims” campaign. He took 


charge also of the conference of the Inter-Church 


work i in cities. 


THE INTERCHURCH War Worx COMMITTEE 


of the Chicago Federation codperating with the 
National Committee on the Churches and the 
Moral Aims of the War held a great patriotic 
congress at the Auditorium Hotel, June /th. 


AT A SUPPER in Allesitowa: 


May 29, the representative ministers and lay- 


‘men of the city expressed their conviction that 
a church federation should be organized. A 


strong committee on organization and constitution 
was formed, Secretary Roy B. Guild led the 
conference. 


"THE SUMMER street conducted. by 
the evangelistic department of the St. Louis 
federation have become such a feature in the 


religious life of the city that the. city officials 


have granted the privilege of using three parks 
for this purpose. This is a good way to estab- 
lish the Christian morale of a great city. Rev. 
Howard M. Billman is secretary of the depart- 
ment of evangelism. 


THE EFFICIENCY of the Louisville, Ky., federa- 
tion in dealing with the church problems of a can- 


_tonment city shows the need of some form of 


unified Protestantism in every city. In develop- 


ing the unification committee, Secretary Lock- 


sents tw 


ing to help the soldiers in Camp Zachary Tay- 
“of. 


Tue SeventH Annual Statement of the Feder- 


ated Churches of Cleveland shows another year 
of good ig: se This federation now repre- 
hundred and twenty-five Protestant 
churches d twenty-one denominations, It 
engages in activities which cannot be successfully 


Jury, 
hart has brought together the many forces seek- 


‘The federation is making a fearless fight — 
on vice, race track gambling and the saloon. 


undertaken by any individual church or denom- 


ination. — 
problem of Christian Americanization. 
E. R. Wright is executive secretary. 


THE OMAHA FEDERATION has completed a 


Special attention is being paid to the - 
Rev. 


financial campaign securing pledges to cover a two 


years’ budget of $5,000 per year. Rev. C. E. 
Cobbey, the president of the federation, post- 


poned going to France for three months, that the 


work may be thoroughly established under the 
leadership of a secretary, soon to be employed. 
The Women’s Missionary Federation of the 


city aided in raising the money and will enlarge. 


its program to cooperate in the community 


work. 


THE of the Buffalo Federa- 
tion of Churches was held at-the Y. M. C. A,, 


May 29. Secretary Zahniser of Pittsburgh was | 


the special speaker. The reports were received 
with enthusiasm. The simultaneous evangelistic 


campaign was sucessful, more than 5,000 mem- — 


bers having been added to the churches. The 
federation is now recognized as a strong civic 
force. Mr. Maurice E. Preisch was elected Presi- 
dent. Rev. C. M. Smith was reélected Executive 
Secretary. 


THE SUCCESS of the series of sixty Sunday 
night patriotic meetings held during May simul- 
taneously in fifteen centers of Chicago, under the 


auspices of the Inter-Church War Work Com- : 


mittee, in cooperation with the State Council of 
Defense, exceeded all expectations of the com- 
mittee in. charge. The record of attendance 
showed that close to sixty thousand people re- 
ceived the benefit of this notable campaign of 


patriotic education, in which twenty of the best. 


known and most authoritative speakers of Chi- 
cago participated. 


These sixty meetings have fully demonstrated 


the practicability of using the churches on Sun- 


day nights throughout a large city for patriotic. 


meetings, and, as a result, the plan will undoubt- 
edly be inaugurated in other cities, and will be 
resumed in Chicago in the fall. The manner in 
which various denominations in several of the 
centers have united in these meetings, has also 


aided the cause of church federation, and has 
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and Religion. 


The Red Cross. 


HE American Red Cross is earnestly seek- 


ing advice from the preachers in charge 
of country churches. 


‘How can the Red. Cross. get to the fifty-one 


million country people of America with its mes- 
sage and mission? 


How much can the country churches be 


depended on in the task of civilian relief and 
home service? 

~ How can the country church. become an active, 
effective Red Cross agency? 

“These are the questions the American Red 
‘Cotas has asked the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America to answer through 
its contacts with men in the rural field. 

Will the church authorities, and in particular 
the country ministers, 
‘answers to these questions and send them in at 
once to Dr.. 
22nd Street, New York City. 


Why Prohibition is the title of a new book by 
Charles Stelzle, manager of the Federal Counc’ 
Strengthen America Campaign. The book is the 
result of three years’ study of the economic as- 
| pects of the liquor problem. The chapter headings 
include: How much do we spend for liquor; Lost 
jobs. when saloons close; Personal liberty and 
prohibition ; Workingmen and the saloon; The 
saloon and social reform; Liquor and the length 
of life; Taxation and compensation ; Substitutes 
for the saloon; How prohibition works in prac- 
tice; How to fight the saloon. 


_ 


think out their best. 


Edmund deS. Brunner, 105 East 


1918. _FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 
possibly pointed the way to the solution of Sai Fieei Chaplain Appointed for the Navy ei 
day evening church attendance. Also, the suc- 7 
cess of these meetings has again justified the wis- po give greater effectiveness to the\work of 110) (20 
dom of extensive church advertising in news- the navy chaplains in the Atlantic fleet, Secre- ff 
papers, through slides in moving picture shows, tary Daniels has just appointed Chaplain Matthew Bi 
on large bulletin boards, and through many other C. Gleeson, who has been stationed at the Naval = | | a 
channels. "Training Station at Newport, R. I, as Fleet... * (=e 
Dr Reet L. Willett, President ve the Chaplain. He will serve under Admiral Mayo, hoe Me 
Chicago Federation Council, speaking on” Amer-* who is the commander of the fleet, and will have aa bi i 
ica and the World Crisis,” said: | active oversight and direction of the work of | (57 
. “The war in which most of the world is in- all chaplains in Atlantic waters on the American 10 i ni 
volved is an experience for which all the na- Side. iO 
tions, save Germany, were unprepared. Its Chaplain Gleeson, who i Is a Catholic, has been a 
causes lie in none of the superficial facts incident in the service for fourteen years and has been | ae 
to the recent behavior of the Prussianized na- highly recommended by both Protestant and a a 
tions, but deep in the folds of German history. Catholic chaplains. Chaplains high in the service | i 
The contrast between the characters of the un- say that his appointment as Fleet Chaplain is the 
scrupulous Frederick the Great and Bismarck, best thing that has been done for the naval chap- 
on the one side, and the high-souled Washington laincy for some time. His duties will be to in- 
and Lincoln on the other, is the contrast between spect all chaplains of the fleet and their work, to a 
the psychology and morals of the two contending advise them of matters that may be for the good 
parties in the great strife. The sole objectives of the service, and .to call meetings of all the 
of America and her allies are the suppression chaplains in the fleet when necessity arises. He 
of the strut and swagger of Prussianized Ger- will also arrange for services on-board the ships 
many, the emancipation of the world from fear, that do not carry chaplains and for the inter- 
‘and the vindication of the principles of morality change of chaplains of different faiths so as to 


provide services for all. In addition he will make 


arrangements for the attendance of parties of 


sailors at church when they are in ‘port on 
Sunday. 

A large increase in the naval bin of the 
country has made necessary the bringing in of a 
large number of new chaplains. It will be of 
particular advantage to them to have an expe- 


‘rienced fleet officer who will be able to advise and 


assist them. His work will thus be supplemen- 
tary to that of Chaplain J. B. Frazier, who is 
stationed at Washington in charge of the selec- 
tion of new chaplains and who appoints them to. 
their stations. There are now 113 regular chap- 


lains in the navy, 14 in the naval reserve and 10 2 


in the naval militia. 


Nine miles back from the railroad does not 


‘necessarily mean stagnation. The two churches 


of the rural community of Newfoundland, Pa., 
were leaders in a movement which resulted in the 


| purchase by the town of the local hotel for school 


and community purposes. The bar room was 
turned into a domestic science department, and 


the barn into a gymnasium. 


Practical social service in the country some- 


times means knowing where to go to get help. 


Rev. C. M. McConnell, Lakeville, Ohio, saved 


-hundreds of valuable pigs for his people and 


prevented an epidemic of hog cholera by his quick 
work in state experts. 
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With our and Navy Chaplains ‘ 


There are now twenty-six negro chaplains ia 
the army, of which four are in the Regular Army, 
three in the National Guard, and nineteen in the 
N ntigna) ASTRI: | 


To the chaphain’s Ss long list of duties . 


has been added that of statistical officer of the 
regiment. This means keeping a card index of 


. the men, with ur nr material and address 


of next of kin ith this he checks up casual 
ties and illnesses as reported Mw: the companse 


a 


th a recent dispatch giving ‘the: names of 108 ; 


who have been decorated with the 


French War Cross-for bravery and fidelity, three; 
_chaplains are mentioned. They are Chaplain. 


Lyman H. Rollins and Chaplain Orville A. Petty 
of the infantry and Chaplain William J. Farrell 


_ of the field artillery. The infantry chaplains 


| thought would be possible. 


were commissioned in June, 1916. Chaplain 
Rollins is an Episcopalian, Chaplain Petty a Con- 
gregationalist, aper: Farrell a Catholic. 


‘Chaplain Bart L; Stephens, on the v. ki si 
Illinois, has made a record in selling Liberty) 
Bonds. His sales on the ship total over $80,000.. 
The Captain of the ship appointed him in charge; 
of the sales of the bonds of the Third Liberty 
Loan, and with his usual vigor, he sold more: 


than’ the Captain and any of the other officer : 


During the: second Liberty Loan, bonds to thé 
amount of $3;800 were sold, and the officer who; 
had that'sale in charge offered to bet the Chap-i 
- lain that the $3,800 mark would not be reached! 
in the sales of the Third Liberty Loan. We have: 
not heard of any ship selling more than the 


$80,000 worth of bonds sold on the Illinois. It) 


is possible that this ship. holds the record fori 
the Navy. | 


Major Charles H. Brent, Senior Headquarters 


Chaplain of the American Expeditionary Force. 


in France, has recently written to Dr. Robert E. _ 
Speer, Chairman of the: General War-Time Com-. 
mission of the Churches, as follows: “I am. 
_ deeply indebted to the War-Time Commission 
for their encouragment. We are trying to shape. 
our office with a view to meeting the situation in 
the most whole-hearted way, and do everything 
with reference to the Kingdom of God. We have 
met with nothing but support from all sides. The 
new chaplains who are coming in impress us as 
_ being men of the ig type. > 4 

è 


| the battle is not: ours but God's. 
| cerely religious man whose faith is a big thing 
to I was is glad to Mave been there at sucha 


The value nl the army chaplain’ S ministry in 
hours of actual crisis is shown in the experience 
of Major James M. Black, of Edinburgh, brother 
of Rev. Hugh Black and a chaplain with the Brit- 
ish forces. Writing to a friend in America, he 
said: 
“Two Sundays ago—the dark Sunday of the 
German push—I was at General Headquarters 
taking the services. Sir Douglas Haig was there, 
anxious, no doubt, but very quiet. He came u 
and thanked me afterwards for the comfort 
had given him, and he remarked, ‘Remember, 
He is a sin- 


time.” 


<> 


BOUT thirty years ago a French writer, in. 
the “Congregationalist,” said, “The tyranny © 
which destroyed 2,500 prosperous churches in 
1685 is dead. But Protestantism is not, and 600 
churches have sprung forth from the ‘ashes of 
the martyrs and are living with the spirit of the 
early days.” 3 
The number of these churches, has now in- 
creased to 1,000 and that they are still living in 
the spirit of the early days is shown by the follow- 


+ ing received by the United Committee on Chris- 


tian Service for Relief in France and Belgium 
from the Paris church of Sainte Marie: |. | 
“In the Sainte Marie Church, rue Saint An 


toine, for several weeks now all the religious 
‘ services and meetings of the social workers have 


been held in the crypts, which are bomb. proof. 
This Protestant Church had been the Roman 
Catholic Church of the Visitation, built on the 
designs of Mansard, a nephew of the great 


Mansard. 


“In 1870-187 i, fusion the siege ‘of Paris and 
the Commune, inhabitants of the suburbs had 
found a shelter there; they had even taken their 
beds into the crypts. The cupola was hit at that. 
time by a few shells from the batteries i in the East 
of Paris, 

“There is a table instead of a pulpit, and a har- 
monium instead of the. organ. © The crypts are 
lighted by emergency electric fittings. The audi- 


7 ences number fifty to two hundred. The celebra- 


tion of the Lord's “Puppes has been a very moving 
scene. 


‘The Summer School on the “Purposes and 
Methods of Inter-Church Work,” which was to 
have been held, under the auspices of the Com- 
mission on Inter-Church Federations, at Williams 
Bay, Wis., June 26th to July 7th, has been post- 
poned. Plans. are being made for the carrying 
out of certain features of the program in the 
warty autumn. | 
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